
proximity to Asia, trade advantages with many net importing 
countries, quality genetics, low costs of production and 
established transport infrastructure. 

Central Highlands is ideally located in the heart of the beef 
industry to service and grow value-added meat exports. 
5.5% per cent of the national herd or 1.4 million cattle were 
located in the Central Highlands (June 2016). The region is a 
critical and strategic staging point in the northern Australian 
beef supply chain with cattle from the north of the Northern 
Territory and Western Australia are relocated to the more 
favourable growing conditions of the Central Highlands to be 
fattened before processing.

Effective freight to and from the region is supported by 
the construction of the CQ Inland Port, a multi-functional, 
multi-user facility which will provide road-to-rail intermodal 
facilities connecting to major ports of Brisbane, Gladstone, 
Mackay and Townsville.

Central Queensland houses three of Queensland’s top six 
saleyards, processing in excess of 390,000 head per annum, 
highlighting the region’s importance in the state and national 
beef producing industries. Turn-off from feedlots generally 
only accounts for approximately 40 per cent of Central 
Queensland’s total cattle slaughter, providing a significant 
opportunity to increase feedlot capacity supported by secure, 
reliable water allocations from the region.

INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY:  
CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND 
MEAT 
PROCESSING 
PLANT

Utilising the natural advantages of its Central Highlands location, Emerald Beef 
Processors Pty Ltd seeks to build and operate a highly efficient, technologically-enabled 
beef processing plant powered by renewable energy, to deliver greater value across the 
whole beef industry supply chain. 

SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS
• Producer, investor and workforce owned corporate 

structure proposed

• Directors represent significant cattle supply from the 
Central, Northern and Western Queensland regions

• 124,800 head per year initial output, with the ability to 
expand within planned infrastructure

• 150+ staff employed in Stage 1 Development

• Improved cattle transport, cattle supply and slaughter 
practices

• New technology and practices generating significant 
efficiencies including self-generated energy

• Services include processing of beef primal cuts, and 
custom-orders for customers wishing to market their 
own beef products.

Australia is the third largest exporter of beef and veal in the 
world exporting 962,983 tonnes (shipped weight) of beef and 
veal products worth $7.1 billion to 77 countries in 2016-17. 
The global demand for beef continues to grow, increasing 
by 17 per cent since 2010 (ABARES, 2018). Demand 
for Australian beef is driven by numerous competitive 
advantages including a disease-free herd, geographic 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Projected gross revenue Projected gross expenses Projected EBIDT Projected ROI

$300 million annually $275 million including 
cattle purchases

$25.0m per annum 
(@124,800 head)

27%

(Emerald Beef Processors Pty Ltd February 2019)

The proponents are currently seeking investment in Phase 2 Development of the Plant. For more information contact: 
Emerald Beef Processors Pty Ltd 
E admin@embeef.com.au  M 0407 570 080



While the domestic consumption of beef in Australia is 
falling, global meat consumption continues to rise rapidly as 
more countries increase their consumption of meat and dairy 
products, particularly China and South East Asia. 

The opportunities for the export of Australian beef are far 
greater than in previous years due to the number of Free 
Trade Agreements that Australia is a currently signatory. 
These agreements provide additional opportunities for the 
Australian beef industry as tariffs are lowered or eliminated 
over the coming years. 

PROGRESS TO DATE
• Emerald Beef Processors Ltd has successfully completed

its initial Seed Capital fund raising round.

• Directors are undertaking due diligence on new
technologies being applied in other comparable industries.

• Two suitable sites have been identified with negotiations
underway.

• The company is now seeking investment in Phase 2
of the project which includes greenfield site purchase and
approvals, detailed infrastructure design, and the
establishment of business and shareholding structures.

NEW EMPLOYMENT

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Kerry Hayes  
Mayor 
Central Highlands Regional 
Council  
E mayor@chrc.qld.gov.au  
M 0438 828 335 
T 1300 242 686

Scott Mason  
Chief Executive Officer  
CHRC 
E smason@chrc.qld.gov.au 
M 0447 699 190 
T 1300 242 686

Sandra Hobbs 
General Manager 
Central Highlands 
Development Corporation 
E shobbs@chdc.com.au  
M 0412 454 778  
T (07) 4982 4386

Liz Alexander 
Agribusiness Development 
Coordinator 
CHDC 
E ealexander@chdc.com.au 
M 0429 471 511 
T (07) 4982 4386

Disclaimer: Information correct at March 2019. Construction and employment figures provided by project proponents. Central Highlands Development Corporation (CHDC) and Central Highlands Regional 
Council (CHRC) has prepared the information in this document as a general reference only. CHDC and CHRC has made every effort to ensure that the details in this document are correct and cannot 
be held liable for any inaccuracy or misrepresentation, whether by inclusion, omission, change or withdrawal of services without notice. CHDC and CHRC does not accept liability for any errors, losses 
or damage that arise from the use of this document. All persons using or relying upon this document do so at their own risk and undertake sole responsibility for assessing the relevance and accuracy of 
that content and should not act or refrain from acting solely on the basis of this document. In this document, references to other sources and resources are made available solely for convenience and may 
not remain current or be maintained and are not an endorsement. CHDC and CHRC is not responsible for the content, materials or privacy practices associated with noted sources and resources. If you 
become aware of any problems with this document, you must inform CHDC and CHRC immediately.

Central Highlands

Construction Operational  
124,800 head/annum

74
direct jobs

146
direct jobs

133
total jobs

315
total jobs

ECONOMIC IMPACT
At peak employment, the Beef Processing Plant is forecast to create more than 400 new agribusiness and construction 
jobs for the Central Highlands, with a direct value to the Queensland economy of $100.5 million, a total value of greater 
than $166.5 million, and significantly increase local employment in the agribusiness and construction sectors.

Impact Summary Direct Effect Supply-Chain 
Effect

Consumption 
Effect

Total Effect Type 1 
Multiplier

Type 2 
Multiplier

Output ($M) $65.529 $37.499 $9.882 $112.911 1.572 1.723

Employment (Jobs) 146 132 37 315 1.904 2.158

Wages and salaries ($M) $9.398 $4.731 $2.154 $16.282 1.503 1.733

Value-added ($M) $14.667 $15.718 $5.930 $36.315 2.072 2.476

(REMPLAN February 2019)


